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Forms of Belief, Which Stand in the Way of the Acceptance of Real Christian Faith by the Educated Natives of
Asia, Africa, America, and Oceania It pains me to witness two very strong tendencies on the part of good men of
the present epoch, which | cannot but with all humility pronounce to be erroneous. I. The wholesale, and
inconsiderate, condemnation of Non-Christian forms of Belief, and of the adhorents of such Belief,
theologically, morally, intellectually, without any exception, palliation, or excuse. | have only to allude to the
common-form description of Mahometanism, and Mahometans. Il. The idea, which seems to prevail, that we
have no sooner got rid of these Non-Christian Beliefs, than some form of real Christianity will occupy tho
vacuum, and the customs, traditions, and familiar notions, of millions of men will be washed off tho slate of the
minds of men, and there will be a new creature morally, materially, and intellectually, as well as, what we all
hope, spiritually. A poor Zulu girl, who had been really converted, and was a consistent Christian, remarked,
that she never saw a great splash of red paint on a rock, without a momentary - only a momentary - heart-
feeling, that she was neglecting the worship of the gods of her forefathers: so deep an impression had the
pagan customs of her childhood made upon her. In this sense all the Non-Christian world are in a state of
childhood, or partial slumber, or spiritual torpor. Still, they are all children of the one great Father, and Christ
died on the Cross for all without exception,...
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