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Excerpt: . VIIl. OF CONSCIOUS RELIGION AS A SOURCE OF JOY. |
WILL GO UNTO GOD, MY EXCEEDING JOT.--Ps. xliii. 4. Joy is not
often mentioned in religious books. It is sometimes thought to
have no place in religion; at least none here and now. The joy
of the religious man is thought to be chiefly in the future.
Religion is painted with a sad countenance. Artists sometimes
mix joyous colors in their representations thereof, but
theologians almost never. With them, religion is gloomy,
severe, and grim. This is eminently the case in New England.
The Puritans as a class were devoutly religious in their way, but
they were sad men; they had many fast-days and few times of
rejoicing. Even Sunday, which to the rest of Christendom was
an occasion of festivity, was to them a day of grimness and of
fearing the Lord;...
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