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$1,600. (See PI. XX, A.) OPKN-CUT MINING. Open-cut methods of mining are applied where the ground is not
more than 20 feet in depth. Open-cut work has one great advantage over driJ mining in that artificial thawing
is for the most part unnecessary, and where conditions are particularly favorable for the use of mechanical
excavators it permits much more expeditious and eKicient removal of the pay dirt at greatly reduced cost. Of
the numerous modes of operation which may be grouped under this head four are practiced in the Fairbanks
district; they diKer in means by which the pay gravels are conveyed from the banks to the sluices--whether by
direct shoveling or wheeling in barrows by hand, by groundsluicing, by hoisting with buckets on trolley carriers,
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