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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Ground water is the Nation s principal
reserve of fresh water and represents much of its potential future water supply. Ground water on National
Forest System (NFS) lands is a major contributor to flow in many streams and rivers and has a strong influence
on the health and diversity of plant and animal species in forests, grasslands, riparian areas, lakes, wetlands,
and cave systems. It also provides drinking water to hundreds of communities. Demands for safe drinking
water and requirements to maintain healthy ecosystems are increasing, and complex social and scientific
questions have arisen about how to assess and manage the water resources on NFS lands. This technical guide
was developed to help address these issues. Today, many of the concerns about ground water resources on or
adjacent to public land involve questions about depletion of ground water storage, reductions in streamflow,
potential loss of ground water-dependent ecosystems, land subsidence, saltwater intrusion, and changes in
ground water quality. The effects of many human activities on ground water resources and on the broader
environment need to be clearly understood in order to properly manage these systems. Throughout this
technical guide, we emphasize that development, disruption, or contamination of ground water resources has
consequences for hydrological systems and related environmental systems. Ground water and surface water
are interconnected and interdependent in almost all ecosystems. Ground water plays significant roles in
sustaining the flow, chemistry, and temperature of streams, lakes, springs, wetlands, and cave systems in many
settings, while surface waters provide recharge to ground water in other settings. Ground water has a major
influence on rock weathering, streambank erosion, and the headward progression of stream channels.
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