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participation of the Philippines in the annual press banquet held at the University of Missouri, presents a
favorable opportunity to disseminate a better knowledge of the Philippines. A general view of these Islands may
be submitted in a few words. Of greatest human interest naturally are human beings. There are ten million and
a half of the Filipino people. Of these, about five hundred thousand, mostly dwellers of the mountains, are in
about the same condition as the unsettled tribes of Indians in the western part of the United States were twenty
or thirty years ago. The remaining ten millions have a civilization and a knowledge of the correct principles of
government superior to any of the Central or South American republics, with but few exceptions. Between the
discovery of the Philippines and American occupation the Islanders were for nearly four centuries subject to,
and absorbed much of, the Spanish civilization and culture, together with the Christian religion, to which they
were converted by the efforts of the Roman Catholic priests, who sacrificed health and life in their noble and
zealous work. The Philippine people are characterized by a generosity and hospitality unexcelled by any other
people s. They are clever and quick to learn and their mentality is plastic to all the impressions of the Western
civilization. They have, too, as every other people, their characteristic faults, largely such as were inculcated by
the Spanish contact or are incident to all dwellers in the tropics. On the whole they are a kindly, sympathetic,
and markedly temperate people. The Philippine Islands cover an area about equal to the...
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