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Book ***** Print on Demand *****The courts and the executive branch have faced major decisions on clean air
issues in 2006, with Congress playing a limited role. One focus has been the EPA Administrator s September 21,
2006 decision regarding air quality standards for fine particles. According to EPA and the consensus of the
scientific community, current concentrations of fine particles cause tens of thousands of premature deaths
annually. The Administrator s September 21 decision will strengthen the standards; according to the agency, it
will reduce premature mortality by 1,200 - 13,000 persons annually. However, many are unhappy that the new
standard will not be more stringent - for the first time ever, it falls outside of a range recommended by the
Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee (CASAC), an independent body established by the Clean Air Act to
provide expert scientific advice. On September 29, the seven members of CASAC stated that the Administrator s
decision does not provide an adequate margin of safety requisite to protect the public health. In 2005, Congress
acted on several Clean Air Act (CAA) issues in legislation that it passed and sent to the President. The most
significant of these issues, dealing with ethanol and reformulated gasoline (RFG), were addressed in the Energy
Policy Act of 2005, H.R. 6 (P.L. 109-58). Congress also amended the Clean Air Act in H.R. 3 (P.L. 109-59), the
transportation bill that the President signed August 10, 2005. H.R. 3 modified the requirement that state and
local transportation planners demonstrate conformity between their transportation plans and the timely
achievement of air quality standards. Other Clean Air Act amendments have stalled. A bill that would have
established a cap-and-trade program for emissions of...
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